
DVM Traits:
- Friendly
- Confident
- Recognizes the pet

Hospital Traits:
- Clean
- Convenient location
- Reliable staff

Communication
- Bedside manner
- Follow-up calls
- Explains 
   medicine terms
 
Professionalism:
- Punctuality
- Teamwork

1. Traits
a. Good communication
b. Explains costs
c. Works with pet owners

2. Favorite Things
a. Seeing same doctor
b. Welcoming environment
c. Knowing all the staff

 

Periodontal Disease Staging
STAGE CLINICAL SIGNS ATTACHMENT LOSS SULCUS DEPTH DISEASE STATE MANAGEMENT RECHECK

0 (Healthy) None None N/A N/A • Professional 
dental cleaning

• Home care

At wellness  
examinations

1 (Gingivitis) • Calculus

• Gingival  
inflammation

None Dogs: < 3.0 mm
Cats: < 0.5 mm

Reversible • Professional 
dental cleaning

• Daily home 
care

Annually, after 
professional  
dental  
cleaning

2 (Early Periodontitis) • Calculus and  
gingivitis

• Bleeding on  
probing

< 25% Dogs: < 4.0 mm
Cats: < 2.0 mm

Irreversible • Root planing 
during  
Professional 
dental cleaning

4 – 6 months

3 (Moderate Periodontitis) • Heavy calculus 
and gingivitis

• Bleeding and  
possible tooth 
mobility on  
probing

25 – 50% Dogs: < 9.0 mm
Cats: < 2.0 mm

Irreversible • Aggressive 
therapy

• Possible  
gingivectomy

• Extensive root  
planing

3 – 6 months

4 (Severe Periodontitis) • Severe calculus,  
gingivitis, and 
gingival  
recession

• Bleeding and 
tooth mobility  
on probing

> 50% Dogs: > 10.0 mm
Cats: > 2.0 mm

Irreversible • Aggressive 
therapy

• Probable  
extractions

2 – 3 months

The AAVMC Primary Care Veterinary Educators (PCVE) and Partners for Healthy Pets (PHP) have 
partnered to create an online, modular curriculum about the importance of small animal preventive 
veterinary care. The program is freely available to all Association of American Veterinary Medical 
Colleges (AAVMC) members for use in their curricula. The program has been divided into five modules 
with the following features:

Veterinary Preventive
Healthcare Curriculum

The Importance of Preventive Care

CHRONIC CONDITIONS GENETIC CONDITIONS

BEHAVIOR PARASITES

DENTAL NUTRITION

9 out of 10 pets over the age of 3 have dental disease.

Up to 59% of pets are 
overweight, with obesity 
rates increasing 169% in 
cats and 158% in dogs 
over the past 10 years.

Dogs maintained at a 
healthy weight may have  
15% longer life spans 
than overweight dogs.

8 out of 10 pets over the age of 5 have periodontal disease.

Periodontal disease can be  
100% PREVENTABLE 

2007 2016

PET OBESITY

15%

Owners most often give 
behavior problems as the 
reason for surrendering 
their pet to a shelter.

Parasites can adversely  
affect both owners and  
pets, including:

Up to 30% of cats diagnosed 
with heartworm disease were 
described as “indoor only”.

Hookworm

Scabies

Toxoplasmosis

Roundworm

DOGS
• Multi-Drug Sensitivity (MDR1)
• Degenerative Myelopathy (SOD1)
• Dilated Cardiomyopathy (PDK4)
• Exercise-Induced Collapse (DNM1)
• Von Willebrand Disease (VWF)
• Progressive Retinal Atrophies (PRA)

CATS
• Polycystic kidney disease (PKD)
• Muscular Atrophy (SMA)
• Burmese GM2 Gangliosidosis
• Glycogen Storage Disease Type IV
• Pyruvate Kinase Deficiency
• Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM)

Up to 20% of 
adult dogs and 
60% of adult cats 
are affected by 
osteoarthritis.

In a study of 100 apparently 
healthy elderly dogs, all  
showed at least one or  
several of these conditions:

2/3 or more of 
dogs have at least 
one recognized 
genetic disorder.

In a study of 53 
clinically normal 
senior golden  
retrievers…

55% had potentially important 
pathologic abnormalities

64% showed abnormalities on 
ultrasound examination

obesity

heart murmur

severe dental  
calculus

subcutaneous  
masses

There are many genetic health 
risk screening tests, including: 

• Robust reporting features 
including the ability to track 
learner activity, progress and 
completion

• Activities have been mapped 
to competencies of the AVMA 
Council on Education and the 
AAVMC Competency-Based 
Veterinary Education framework

• Adaptive modules so faculty 
can select components that 
best fit their curriculum

• Inclusion of communications 
and social media content

• Each module contains an online 
portion and an in-class portion

• In-class components consist  
of student-centered, active- 
learning activities

• Customized website for  
each CVM

• Online technical support  
available for students

• Online and telephone  
technical support available  
for faculty 

CurriculumReporting
User  
Experience



Topics and learning outcomes are mapped to AAVMC-CBVE competencies:

MODULE 1 
Introduction

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.6 2.2 4.1 4.2 5.1 5.2 6.2 6.4 7.3 7.4 9.1 9.3

a a a a a a a a

Designed to help students recognize the importance of preventive healthcare, and its importance 
to a primary care veterinary practice and its clients. Includes the history of preventive care, the  
importance of preventive care, and basic client communication skills.

MODULE 2 
Vaccines & Parasites

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.6 2.2 4.1 4.2 5.1 5.2 6.2 6.4 7.3 7.4 9.1 9.3

a a a a a a a a a

Designed to provide students the opportunity to utilize appropriate resources to make informed 
decisions, recognizing that protocols will vary based on geography and other factors. Includes risk 
variables for vaccines and parasites, and specific client communication techniques.

MODULE 3  
Dentistry

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.6 2.2 4.1 4.2 5.1 5.2 6.2 6.4 7.3 7.4 9.1 9.3

a a a a a

Designed to provide an introduction to dentistry and the opportunity to master core concepts through 
visual activities. Includes numbering teeth, performing an oral exam, and staging periodontal disease.

MODULE 4 
Nutrition

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.6 2.2 4.1 4.2 5.1 5.2 6.2 6.4 7.3 7.4 9.1 9.3

a a a a a a a a

Designed to provide an introduction to nutrition and the opportunity to reinforce concepts through 
practice cases. Includes nutritional guidelines, BCS and MCS, and energy requirement calculations.

MODULE 5 
Reduced Stress 
Veterinary Visits

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.6 2.2 4.1 4.2 5.1 5.2 6.2 6.4 7.3 7.4 9.1 9.3

a a a a

Designed to provide an introduction to animal behavior and low-stress handling.
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